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Okinawa, the southernmost island of Japan, has had many political problems. In particular, 
the U.S. military bases concentrated on the island have caused frictions among the 
Okinawans, the U.S. military and Japan’s central government. Known as an exotic paradise 
these days, Okinawa attracts many tourists. Recently its unique culture is highlighted by the 
Japanese media. Fashionable Okinawan culture gave rise to an ‘Okinawa boom’, and 
Okinawans seem generally happy about their rising popularity. This thesis questions 
whether the image of Okinawa being “an exotic paradise” is created. It also examines 
whether such an image obscures Okinawan people’s political sensitivity.  
 In the past, researchers, such as Tada, Tanaka and Morris-Suzuki, regarding 
culture as artificial and constructed, hypothesized that the culture influences political 
awareness. However, that hypothesis has not been empirically verified as yet. This thesis 
aims to clarify the hypothesis using statistical method.  
 The first part of my research examines whether the images of Okinawa as an 
“exotic paradise” are indeed based on Japanese mainlander’s perception of Okinawa and 
are intentionally created and produced by the Japanese media and the central government. 
To test this hypothesis, a case study on G8 Okinawa Summit 2000 is carried out. Available 
pieces of information from newspapers and other published material are used to examine 
whether the government or media had intentionally promoted the cultural images of 
Okinawa. 
As a second part of this investigation, the causality between Okinawans’ cultural 
perception and political awareness is examined. A survey was conducted to test the causal 
relationship between this perception of Okinawa’s created image and the people’s 
awareness on politics. Based on the survey data conducted in Okinawa, this hypothesis is 
tested using four types of analysis. First, what kinds of images are most frequently accepted 
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by Okinawans are tested. Using bivariate analysis, the analysis shows that cultural images 
of an exotic paradise are widely accepted by Okinawans. Following this, consequences 
resulting from Okinawans’ acceptance of these cultural images are examined. Highlighting 
G8 Okinawa Summit 2000 as a case, I tested whether those who accept cultural images of 
Okinawa were more likely to think that the summit brought political and economic benefit 
to Okinawa. The result of regression in this analysis can thus infer that highlighting cultural 
images of Okinawa through the Summit had an effect on obscuring Okinawans’ awareness 
of political and economical plight in their prefecture. Lastly, the generalizability of the 
above inference was tested. This is achieved through a test on whether those who adhere to 
cultural images of Okinawa produced in the mainland are less aware of political issue.  
These findings and interpretations lead us to broadly conclude that culture affects 
politics. Put it in the context of Okinawa-mainland relationship, Okinawans should be more 
aware of the consequence of the “Okinawa boom”. When mainlanders highlighted 
Okinawa’s exotic culture, Okinawa’s gloomy political issues fell into the shadow. 
Okinawans may unconsciously lose their interests in improving the huge political and 
economical disparity existing between Okinawa and the mainland Japan. 
 






Okinawa, the southernmost prefecture in Japan, has its own unique history.1 The Ryukyu 
Islands (including Okinawa) used to be an independent Ryukyu kingdom. In 1879, the 
Japanese government annexed the Ryukyu kingdom and transformed it into the Okinawa 
prefecture. During World War Two, Okinawa was involved in the bloodiest land battle of 
the war as part of the Japanese government’s strategy to delay an American invasion of the 
mainland. The Battle of Okinawa wiped out nearly one-third of the population of Okinawa. 
After the Japanese defeat, Okinawa was occupied by the Americans. With the reversion of 
Okinawan sovereignty to Japan in 1972, Okinawa became a prefecture of Japan once again.   
Known as an exotic paradise, Okinawa attracts many tourists nowadays. Its 
beautiful blue skies, white beaches and clear emerald seas make Okinawa one of the most 
important beach resorts in Japan. Furthermore, the distinctiveness of Okinawan culture has 
recently gained recognition throughout Japan. Certain mainlanders, known as “Okinawa 
fever” patients, are very attracted to Okinawan culture. In their own words, “Okinawan 
culture has strong characteristics and is very unlike that of the mainland. We love the 
inhabitants and the history of Okinawa that have created the laid-back and easy-going 
environment.” (Naichāzu 1992, 2) Naichāzu’s words clearly indicate that Japanese 
mainlanders perceive Okinawa as having a distinctive culture, great natural beauty, unique 
traditions and a slow and relaxed life-style. The current popularity of Okinawa is aptly 
named the ‘Okinawa boom’. Being Okinawan has begun to acquire a certain value in 
various fields, including entertainment, publishing and tourism.   
However, Okinawa has many political problems. The excessive concentration of 
                                                   
1 For further geographic information, see Appendix A. 
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U.S. military bases in Okinawa is a burden that many Okinawans find unfair and 
unacceptable. Although Okinawa experienced the harshest land battle of the Pacific War, 
almost all U.S. military facilities in Japan are still concentrated in Okinawa. The U.S. bases 
are indeed a source of the Okinawan people’s grievances; their long-suppressed anger 
erupted in 1995 over the rape of a 12-year-old Okinawan girl by three U.S. servicemen. In 
addition, there is a significant economic disparity between Okinawa and mainland Japan. 
The unemployment rate in Okinawa is almost two times higher than the Japanese average. 
(Nikkei Shimbun, 27 February 2004) The average 2001 per capita income of Okinawa 
prefecture was the lowest among all Japanese prefectures. (Mainichi Shimbun, 1 March 
2001) Thus, Okinawa exhibits a high economic dependency on the mainland. Despite this 
difficult political environment, young Okinawans are losing interest in political problems in 
Okinawa (Okinawa Times, 19 September 2001), which may aggravate the political 
situation. 
At a glance, the ‘Okinawa boom’ - the pursuit of the currently fashionable 
Okinawan culture - and political problems inherent to Okinawa seem to be unrelated issues. 
However, the dual phenomena of an ‘Okinawa boom’ depicting Okinawa as an exotic 
paradise and Okinawan youth losing interest in their political problems do co-exist. If the 
‘Okinawa boom’ precipitated this political apathy, it would mean that the ‘Okinawa boom’ 
had undesirable effects on Okinawan politics. These phenomena therefore merit 
investigation. This thesis examines whether the image of Okinawa as “an exotic paradise” 
has been artificially created and whether this image obscures Okinawan political 
sensitivities.  
 
Theory and Concept: Literature Review 
This thesis explores the relationship between culture and politics, focusing on the current 
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situation in Okinawa. This section will first elaborate on how culture has been explored in 
the field of political science, with particular reference to Mark Howard Ross’s work. The 
concept of culture as understood by the author of this thesis is explained in light of the 
ideas of Stuart Hall. Tanaka Yasuhiro and Tada Osamu’s existing studies and cultural 
analysis on Okinawa will be then introduced. Tanaka and Tada’s works implicitly 
incorporate concepts and theories shown in Ross and Hall’s works. However, they have not 
necessarily been fully developed, and there are several gaps to fill. Along these lines, 
Morris-Suzuki’s concept of “Cosmetic Multiculturalism” bridges Hall and Ross’s theories 
and Tanaka and Tada’s findings. The aim of this thesis is to strengthen Tanaka and Tada’s 
arguments through statistical methods and also to empirically support Morris-Suzuki’s 
concept. 
‘Culture’ has been a major theme in the area of comparative politics. Ross defines 
culture as “a system of meaning that people use to manage their daily worlds,” and he notes 
that “culture is the basis of social and political identity that affects how people line up and 
how they act on a wide range of matters.” (Ross 1997, 42) According to Ross’s 
classification, cultural analysis is important for the following four reasons:  culture frames 
the context in which politics occurs (Geertz 1973 ; Taylor 1985); culture links individual 
and collective identities (Anderson 1991); culture defines group boundaries and organizes 
actions within and between them (Anderson 1991); and culture provides a framework for 
interpreting the actions and motives of others. (D'Andrade 1992; Levinson and Malone 
1981) Ross clearly showed that culture can indeed influence politics in various ways. 
Ross’s view that culture frames the context in which politics occurs is applied and further 
developed in this thesis. 
Before entering into a detailed discussion regarding culture, it would be well to 
clarify how the author conceptualizes culture in this thesis. The term ‘culture’ is employed 
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in the epistemological sense. Namely, the ontological argument that there are certain 
pre-existing essential cultural elements in a society, such as language, traditional clothes or 
food that people subsequently recognize as ‘culture’, is not accepted in this work. Instead, 
this thesis assumes the epistemological view that images of ‘culture’ were developed in 
historical or political contexts and people then recognized them as ‘culture’. To put it in 
Hall’s words:   
 
…by epistemological, we refer to culture’s position in relation to matters of 
knowledge and conceptualization, that is how ‘culture’ is used to transform our 
understanding, explanations and theoretical models of the world. (Hall 1997, 
208-209) 
 
Employing this definition helps us understand the constructed and artificial nature 
of culture. Thus, the function of culture is to give meaning to each human action and to 
define social and political practices. This is akin to Ross’s view on culture and politics. 
Moreover, Hall further develops these concepts: 
 
[A]ll our conduct and actions are shaped, influenced and thus regulated normatively 
by cultural meanings. Since in this sense culture regulates social practice and 
conduct, then it matters profoundly who regulates culture. The regulation of culture 
and regulation by culture are thus intimately and profoundly interrelated. (Hall 1997, 
233) 
 
Hall also noted that the media play an important role in regulating culture, “regulation 
through the medium of ‘culture change’ is another powerful mode of ‘governing by 
culture’”.(Hall 1997, 235) According to Hall, therefore, culture possesses the function of 
governing social practice and conduct: this function can be manipulated even though 
culture itself seems apolitical. Given this conceptualization, the author investigates who 
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creates the image of Okinawa, how this is done and whether this image regulates the 
Okinawan people’s perception of politics. 
 Numerous scholars have attempted to explain Okinawa’s weak political position 
within Japan. They highlight a marked disparity in the bargaining position between the 
Okinawa prefectural government and the Japanese central government. (Arasaki 2001; 
Gabe 2000; Miyazato 2000) Recently, the search for the political nature of ‘culture’ began 
to be recognized as an important issue in Okinawan studies. For example, Ota (1997) and 
Roberson’s (2001) works highlight political influence in latter-day Okinawan culture. 
Roberson conducted a discourse analysis of Okinawan popular music and pointed out that 
the Okinawan people seem to have been ‘swallowed’ by the “celebration of Okinawa” 
boom in Japan. (Roberson 2001) He implied that this celebration of Okinawa could work 
“to hide the political and historical realities of Okinawa and of Japanese colonialism.” 
(Roberson 2001, 213) They argued that this celebration of all things Okinawan seems to 
immunize Okinawans against political change.  
Through an analysis of comedy shows, Ota revealed a changing identity among 
Okinawan youth and the political factor behind that change. A study of Okinawan popular 
culture showed Ota and Roberson an emerging hybrid nature of identities in young 
Okinawans. (Ota 1997, ; Roberson 2001) The younger generation of Okinawans, who 
speak half-dialect and half-Japanese, (Uchināyamato-guchi) accept neither the modern 
Japanese identity nor the traditional Okinawan identity. Ogura highlighted the term 
“chanpru (mixed)” culture, which means “a mixture of traditional Ryukyu (Okinawan), 
Japanese and post-war American culture”(Ogura 2003). He argued that the development of 
rock music in Okinawa is due to the political influence of the presence of the American 
army. These existing studies conducted analyses of cultural phenomena and investigated 
political influence on culture. Although these studies do touch on politics, the treatment of 
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politics and its relationship to Okinawa’s culture is still vague and lacks empirical 
explanation. 
Tada (2002, 2003) and Tanaka (2002, 2003) are pioneers in investigating ‘images of 
Okinawa’, focusing on the influence of culture on politics, which highlights the “power to 
regulate culture.” In Tanaka’s work, he tried to clarify the political meanings contained 
within the image of Okinawa. Tanaka interpreted how Okinawa was represented in the 
media and how the images of Okinawa were reproduced by local people. He introduced the 
concept of ‘foregrounding of culture and backgrounding of politics’, which means that “the 
more people focus on culture, the more they forget political and economic issues.” (Tanaka 
2003, 431) When culture is highlighted, the real problems retreat into the shadows. (Tanaka 
2003, 431)  
Tada conducted a content analysis of the 1975 International Ocean Exposition 
(Kaiyo-hakurankai).  He found that promotional efforts for this Exposition had lead to a 
vision of ‘Okinawa-ness’ advanced and developed by the central government, the 
prefectural authorities and the business sector. Since this event was the precursor of the 
development of Okinawa as a tourist resort, Okinawa allocated to itself the image of a 
“beautiful tropical utopia.” (Tada 2002a) Tada emphasized that in Okinawa both simplified 
and glorified images co-exist with a more complex reality. He dubbed this the “dualism of 
reality.” (Tada 2002)  
Tada and Tanaka’s studies are very important in the sense that they focused on how 
culture influences politics. Their scholarship opens a new area of Okinawan studies and 
offers an interesting hypothesis. Morris-Suzuki’s aforementioned concept of “Cosmetic 
Multiculturalism” can also be understood as one of the new concepts in this field. 
Morris-Suzuki defined “cosmetic multiculturalism” as follows:  
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First, desirable diversity is understood in terms of a narrowly defined vision of 
“culture”: culture as an aesthetic realm divorced from politics and from the 
mundane world of everyday existence. …Second, this cultural diversity is to be 
displayed in particular, controllable forms and spaces…. Third, diversity is accepted 
on condition that it remains essentially a form of exterior decoration that does not 
demand major structural changes to existing institutions. And fourth, growing 
acceptance of cultural difference is accompanied by increasing pressures for the 
visibly “different” to earn acceptance by visible displays of their loyalty to the 
nation.(Morris-Suzuki 2002, 155)  
 
Although their discussion covers the ‘receiver’ side of images of Okinawa, how 
ordinary people receive these images is not empirically examined. This thesis aims to 
examine how Okinawans receive the images of Okinawa and how they empirically 
perceive political issues.  
This thesis is the first research project to use quantitative methods to discuss 
cultural influences on politics. By dealing with tangible data, this thesis also intends to 
make a contribution to the existing literature. A principal goal is to contribute to a highly 




Two hypotheses are proposed in this thesis. First, the image of an “exotic paradise” 
is a product created by the Japanese media and the government based on the Japanese 
mainlander’s perception of Okinawa; second, this image obscures Okinawans’ awareness 
of or sensitivity to Okinawa’s political frailty.2 These two hypotheses are connected in that 
                                                   
2 There are some insightful questions that arise from this hypothesis, i.e., collusion 
between Japanese media and government. Unfortunately, due to limitations of time and 
resources, this is outside of the scope of this thesis. 
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the Japanese media have created the image of an “exotic paradise”, (i.e. Okinawa as a 
culturally separate part of Japan), which in turn conceals the political weakness of Okinawa 
vis-à-vis the dominant power of the Japanese government. Thus, Okinawans who accept 
the images of an “exotic paradise” are less likely to be concerned about Okinawa’s weak 
bargaining position in Japanese politics. 
Okinawa’s once-active anti-militarism movements had forced the central 
government to negotiate seriously on the issue of the American presence.3 However, due to 
the media’s manipulation of public opinion through culture, the government was able to 
continue to support huge military bases in Okinawa without provoking any intense 
anti-military movements, thus allowing it to govern Okinawa smoothly.  
 The first part of the author’s research examines whether the images of an “exotic 
paradise” are indeed a product of the Japanese media based on the Japanese mainlander’s 
perception of Okinawa. The causality between Okinawans’ cultural perceptions and 
political awareness is then examined in light of certain variables. The key independent 
variable is the artificial image of Okinawa and well people accept the image depicting 
Okinawa as an exotic island and resort. The dependent variable is the Okinawan people’s 
awareness of political issues. It measures the degree of seriousness with which Okinawan 
people perceive political problems.  
 
Methods and Findings 
To test the two hypotheses introduced earlier, two methods are employed: a case study and 
a survey analysis. The first section covers a case study of the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000. 
                                                   
3 After the 1995 rape incident, the ensuing massive protest rallies prodded Tokyo and 
Washington into reviewing the Japan-U.S. security framework and setting up the Special 
Action Committee on Okinawa (SACO). One outcome of those SACO talks was the U.S. 
proposal to return the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma at Ginowan. (Inamine 2000) 
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The second part consists of the analysis of a survey conducted via questionnaire. Since 
other scholars have already treated the subject of the case study, this thesis will focus on the 
survey analysis. 
A single case study on the G8 summit 2000 will avail itself of the existing literature 
in its approach to the hypothesis broached here. Then Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi’s 
choice of Okinawa as the Summit venue – despite the many deficiencies in security – was 
regarded by many researchers as a decision driven by politics. (Muto 2001) Since the 
summit was a major event for both Okinawa and Japan, many political campaigns were 
implemented to promote the cultural uniqueness of Okinawa. The use of this particular case 
study will reveal the stereotypical images of Okinawa depicted and the imposition of such 
images as a demonstration of Japanese cultural diversity.4 Using information available 
from newspapers and other published material, the government and the media’s intentions 
in promoting the cultural images of Okinawa are investigated. Communications made by 
five politically powerful people and abstracted from newspaper articles (Asahi Shimbun, 
The Sankei Shimbun, and Okinawa Times) and the journal (Gaiko Forum) published in 
1999 and 2000 will form the basis of this evaluation. This material is used to describe the 
process of creating the image of Okinawa. The five political figures are: Prime Minister 
Obuchi; scholar Shimada; and government officials Okamoto, Yamamoto and Nogami. The 
analysis showed that they obviously emphasized and praised cultural images of Okinawa. 
The first hypothesis stating that Okinawa’s image as an ‘exotic paradise’ is indeed an 
artifact can thus be supported.5 
                                                   
4 Japan has been portrayed as a homogeneous society. However, many recent works have 
suggested that the image of a homogeneous Japan became common only after World War 
Two. (Oguma 1998) In mainland Japan, people have lately begun to place a high value on 
the diversity or richness of culture. 
5 Detailed examination of the government’s intentions is outside of the scope of this thesis. 
The focus here is on what psychological effects cultural images have on ordinary 
Okinawans.  
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To test the causal relationship between this fabricated image of Okinawa and the 
Okinawan people’s perceptions, a survey was conducted. The second hypothesis was tested 
using four types of analysis based on the survey data. First, the type of images accepted by 
Okinawans was studied. A bivariate analysis showed that cultural images are widely 
accepted by Okinawans. Second, the repercussions of Okinawan acceptance of these 
cultural images are examined. Highlighting the case of the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000, the 
analysis investigated whether those who accept cultural images of Okinawa are more likely 
to think that the summit brought political and economic benefits to Okinawa. A regression 
analysis leads to the inference that highlighting cultural images of Okinawa through the 
Summit had the effect of obscuring Okinawans’ awareness of political and economic issues. 
Third, the feasibility of generalizing the above inference is tested by asking whether those 
who consume or accept the mainland production of cultural images of Okinawa are less 
aware of political issues. This point constitutes the main regression analysis of this thesis. 
The results indicate that those who accept the mainland production of cultural images of 
Okinawa are generally less sensitive to political issues in Okinawa. Finally, a 
supplementary regression analysis will be conducted. Focusing on the recent ‘Okinawa 
boom’ in particular, the idea that those who accept the current oft-hyped, stereotypical 
Okinawan images presented in the mass media are less aware of sensitive Okinawan 
political issues is tested.  
The survey was conducted in December 2003, using two groups of Okinawan 
informants over eighteen. The first group comprised university students from four Okinawa 
universities: the University of Ryukyus; Okinawa University; the Okinawa International 
University; and the Okinawa Christian Junior College. One class was selected at each 
university and the questionnaire was filled out during the lecture period. However, two 
classes at Okinawa International University answered the questionnaire, one day-class and 
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one evening-class. The second group consisted of non-university students. The 
snowball-sampling6 method was employed to gather samples. The sample size of the first 
group was 473, while that of the second group was 195, for a total of 668. For further 
details on the wording of the questionnaire, see appendices B and C. 
 
Organization 
 This thesis is divided into seven chapters. The first chapter consists of the 
introduction, the research questions, methodologies and the significance of this study. In 
Chapter 2, the first research questions are discussed. Based on existing studies by Tada and 
Tanaka, a decision was made to concentrate the analysis on those who send out images of 
Okinawa as an “exotic paradise”. Chapters 3 to 6 focus on the analysis of the recipients of 
such Okinawa images. More specifically, Chapter 3 uses a survey to examine whether the 
‘foregrounding of culture and backgrounding of politics’ has indeed occurred in 
Okinawans’ perceptions. Then, Chapter 4 employs the G8 Okinawa Summit as a case study 
and discusses the repercussions of such cultural images of Okinawa. In Chapter 5, the 
relationship between cultural images and political sensitivity is discussed. This chapter 
posits the main argument of the thesis’s quantitative analysis. Chapter 5 also addresses the 
argument of internalization of stereotyped images. Lastly, the conclusion is presented, 
along with an outlook on the Okinawa issue. 
                                                   
6 A method whereby more interview subjects for a statistical study are obtained from 
subjects already interviewed for that study. Those subjects first contacted are asked to 
name acquaintances that are then approached, interviewed and asked for additional names. 
In this way, a sufficient number of subjects can be accumulated to give a study adequate 
breadth. (Medical Dictionary Search Engine) 
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2. Birth of the Images of Okinawa 
 
Introduction 
As explained in Chapter 1, this thesis addresses two questions. This chapter intends to 
answer the first question: is the image of Okinawa as an exotic island artificial?  This 
question is answered by focusing on the “senders” of Okinawa images, meaning those who 
create discourses of Okinawa and give meaning to the images engendered by these 
discourses.  
The first half of this chapter will conceptualize the terms “discourse” and 
“orientalism” in order to grasp the nature of the ‘Okinawa boom’. Subsequently, Tada’s 
existing study on the process of generating ‘images of Okinawa’ as an “exotic paradise” 
will be explained through the use of the Okinawa Ocean Exposition as an example.  
The second part of this chapter will introduce findings from a case study on the 
Okinawa Summit 2000. Some scholars claim that the venue of the Okinawa Summit 2000 
was “politically motivated,” (Muto 2001, 99) which begs the question: why was Okinawa 
chosen? It is argued that the Japanese government considered this G8 Okinawa Summit 
2000 a cultural event and intentionally promoted positive images of Okinawa and created 
specific discourses of Okinawa. By carefully examining these image-generating discourses 
regarding the Okinawa Summit, this chapter shows that certain key actors outside Okinawa 
created Okinawa’s image as an exotic paradise.  
   
Images and Discourses of Okinawa: The Okinawa Boom 
As mentioned in Chapter 1, “‘Okinawa’ has lately become very popular among the general 
public in Japan.” (Tanaka 2003, 421) Since the emergence of this “Okinawa boom”, 
Okinawa has not only been deemed an interesting sightseeing spot or a beautiful island 
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beach resort, but the characteristics of Okinawan culture have also been highlighted as 
unique and particular only to Okinawa. Feature articles on Okinawan music, Okinawan 
folk-crafts, Okinawan food and Okinawan restaurants can often be found in the Japanese 
mass media.7 “Uchinaa” (Okinawan) pop music has become popular both in mainland 
Japan and overseas.” (Roberson 2001, 211)8 The major commercial success of movies 
and television series such as ‘Nabi’s Love’, ‘Hotel Hibiscus’ and ‘Churasan’ “helped 
reproduce a stereotypical image of the southern island.” (Tanaka 2003, 422) These types of 
media successfully depict Okinawa as an exotic island inhabited by “the non-threatening, 
laid-back and relaxed ‘exotic’ islander.” (Hook and Siddle 2003, 6) 
 This social process of creating images of Okinawa can be understood as a 
“discourse”, which is defined as follows: 
 
 Discourse is a language or system of representation that has developed 
socially in order to make and circulate a coherent set of meanings about an 
important topic area. These meanings….work[s] ideologically to naturalize those 
meanings into common sense. Discourse is thus a social act which may promote 
or oppose the dominant ideology, and thus often referred to as a “discursive 
practice.” (Fiske 1987, 14)  
 
In the case of Okinawa, the media develop “discourses” based on certain dominant social 
ideologies and send out invested meanings to the public.  
                                                   
7 One widely circulated Japanese monthly magazine, “Tokyo Walker,” regularly featured 
Okinawan restaurants in Tokyo during 2004. (Okinawa times, 7 January 2004) 
8 Roberson argues that this Uchinaa pop boom constructs images of Okinawa as internally 
hybrid and thereby as markedly different from mainland Japan. Such images include 
linguistic and cultural distinctiveness, a – possibly endangered - purity of heart, closeness 
to nature, and a proud and sometimes overtly political defense of Okinawan identity. 
( Roberson 2001) 
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An often highlighted example of discourse is ‘Orientalism’. In his work, Said 
(1978) clarified that Europeans invest Orientalism as a systematic discipline within world 
politics, economy, science and the arts as a form of domination over the Orient, while at the 
same time recognizing the Oriental as unusual and different. This recognition leads them to 
define the West vis-B-vis the Orient. However, it is important to emphasize that 
Orientalism had little to do with the actual nature of the East. In identifying Orientalism, 
the important point is Europeans’ impressions of the Orient rather than the reality. 
Therefore, Said’s book held that the knowledge and power of the dominant Europeans 
constructed Orientalism as a discourse. 
 The relationship between Europe and the Orient was that of liege and subject. In 
historical and political terms, the relationship between mainland Japan and Okinawa can be 
understood in the same fashion. However, in this particular instance, the discourse 
consisting of Okinawan images can be considered a Japanese version of Orientalism. In 
other words, it may be possible to identify the dominant ideology or intention in the 
discourse of Okinawan images. The next section will review existing studies showing that 
Okinawa’s images have indeed been created. 
 
Created Images of Okinawa 
There are a few existing studies answering the question: “Is the image of Okinawa 
created?” Tada’s doctoral dissertation, “The Generation of Okinawa Images: Okinawa 
International Ocean Exposition and the Process that Made Okinawa a Tourist Resort,” 
examined the process of generating images of Okinawa. He conducted a discourse analysis 
on the Ocean Expo using many available sources, including brochures, posters, and 
proceedings of prefectural working groups for the Expo, prefectural assemblies, and 
government working groups for the Expo, as well as histories of the companies 
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participating in the Expo. He then highlighted the process of promoting certain images of 
Okinawa during government and business exhibitions. The analysis revealed that the 
predominant images representing Okinawa as “sea” and “tropical” were most commonly 
generated through government exhibitions on the Expo. He also showed that the frequent 
emphasis on the image of Okinawan ‘culture’ was generated through prefectural 
exhibitions and campaigns. Tada concluded that the Ocean Expo was the first example of a 
vehicle through which the systematic discourse of Okinawa was generated. He also pointed 
out that these images helped to develop Okinawa as a tourist resort. (Tada 2002) 
According to Tanaka, “the Okinawa International Ocean Expo has erased the 
‘political’ from the island landscape, replacing it with ‘nature’ and ‘culture’.” (Tanaka 2003, 
423) Once aesthetic images of Okinawa such as ‘sea,’ ‘tropical,’ or ‘culture’ were 
highlighted, Okinawa’s other aspects such as ‘military base,’ ‘war,’ or ‘civil movements’ 
became marginalized and faded in importance. Tada implied that Okinawa’s new identity 
was visualized and generated to the public through this process. The 1975 Ocean Expo was 
held just after the reversion of Okinawa from American rule to Japanese sovereignty in 
1972. Thus, it was necessary for both the Japanese central government and the Okinawa 
prefectural government to generate a new identity for Okinawa as a part of Japan. To 
achieve this shared objective, the central and prefectural governments attempted to obscure 
Okinawa’s political images and visualized and highlighted its cultural images by opening 
the Expo.  
Returning to the question proposed at the beginning of this chapter, “Is Okinawa’s 
image as an exotic paradise fabricated?”, Tada’s research is one study that answer this 
question in the affirmative. Ocean Expo is a good example of both the origins of 
modern-day Okinawan images and the artificial generation processes.  Building on these 
two important studies, the next section examines whether Okinawa’s images were 
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fabricated with an eye to an under-studied but important case — the G8 Okinawa Summit 
2000. 
 
G8 Okinawa Summit 2000 
Almost 30 years after the reversion of Okinawa to Japan, Okinawa hosted another 
politically important event: the G8 Summit. We cannot overlook the simultaneous arrival of 
the ‘Okinawa boom, nor the fact that Okinawan culture was heavily highlighted during the 
G8 Summit in Okinawa. As Tanaka claims: 
 
It is necessary to look at the Okinawa boom from a certain angle. The reason why 
Okinawa suddenly appeared at the center of the stage at this time is inevitably 
connected with the question of who is the true beneficiary of the boom. In other 
words, we have to look at the political nature of culture. (Tanaka 2003, 422) 
  
Given the many disadvantages of Okinawa, it was said that “the venue of the Summit was 
politically chosen.”(Muto 2001)9 What then was the political incentive that made the 
central government choose Okinawa as the venue of the Summit?  Tanaka argued that:  
 
“[T]he Summit had everything to do with erasing people’s memories: that is, the 
summit was intended as a cultural device for reorganizing people’s consciousness 
by making the memory of the 1995 incident in particular, and the memory of the 
post-war Okinawa in general, fall into oblivion – recombining the discourse of the 
                                                   
9 It was well known that among many candidate cities (Sapporo, Chiba, Yokohama, Osaka, 
Hiroshima, Fukuoka, Miyazaki and Okinawa), Okinawa was the least likely candidate in 
terms of security and infrastructure. Since Okinawa is a small prefecture, the number of 
policemen, vehicles and other equipment for such a high-security event was insufficient. 
Moreover, there are radical anti-military activists. In addition, no convention hall with the 
latest equipment existed before the summit. 
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island in order to write the new history.” (Tanaka 2003, 429)10  
 
 Tanaka stresses the power relationship between mainland Japan and Okinawa and 
explains the hidden intentions of mainland Japan in the discourse surrounding the G8 
Summit Okinawa.  
In this section, an empirical assessment of Tanaka’s argument will be conducted. 
By focusing on the words of politicians, scholars and government officials who wielded 
powerful political influence toward gaining the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000, the political 
intentions behind their decisions are examined.  
 
Obuchi (Prime Minister at the Time) 
First of all, it is necessary to highlight the words of then Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi. He 
was a strong supporter of holding the G8 Summit in Okinawa. Funabashi (2000) introduces 
Obuchi’s strong position on Okinawa. Obuchi actively participated in the Okinawa 
reversion movement when he was a university student, and he was known as a politician 
with a good understanding of Okinawa issues. At the international convention held in 
Okinawa in March, Obuchi appealed to the public to not see Okinawa solely through the 
lens of military bases. He said, “From Tokyo, we can only see Okinawa in terms of military 
bases. However, Okinawa has more than military bases. There are also rich traditions and 
culture. I watched ‘Nabi’s Love’. It was a good movie, and it did not deal with military 
bases.”   
 As a matter of fact, Obuchi’s personal earnestness was not the only factor 
                                                   
10 In 1995, three U.S. servicemen gang-raped a twelve-year-old schoolgirl. Following this 
incident, social anti-military movement   
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prodding the government to choose Okinawa as the venue.11 However, as Funabashi 
emphasized in his article, Obuchi wanted to play up this G8 summit as an ‘Asian’ summit 
by highlighting ‘Okinawa no Kokoro (the spirit of Okinawa)’. Obuchi probably considered 
Okinawa geographically and historically closer to other Asian countries than mainland 
Japan. Funabashi argued that in order to play a crucial role in East Asia, Obuchi tried to 
show the public that the Japanese government pays a great deal of attention to Asian 
countries. Obuchi thought that this objective could be achieved by promoting Okinawan 
culture as an Asian-like culture, different from the culture in  
mainland Japan. Under the Obuchi catch-phrase ‘Okinawa no Kokoro (the spirit of 
Okinawa)’, cultural images of Okinawa were intentionally promoted during the Summit.  
 
Okamoto (A Government Official) 
News of the selection of Okinawa as the venue of the Summit was released on 29 April 
1999. The next day, Yukio Okamoto announced his opinion in one of the nationally 
circulated newspapers. Okamoto, an aide to then Prime Minister Hashimoto, was the chair 
of Okinawa Issues (Okinawa mondai tantou shushō hosa kan) from 1997-1999. His words 
are worth noting: 
 
The Summit will be held in Okinawa, geographically in the middle of East Asia, 
and a former Asian hub trading port. This fact will bring the conference, which 
used to be exclusively for western developed countries, closer to Asia. Japanese 
                                                   
11 One of the other reasons derives from diplomatic considerations. Okamoto said that 
since the national election in Taiwan would be held in 2000, the government intended to 
highlight the straits area in order to check potential Chinese military actions. In the 
previous Taiwanese national election held in 1996, China launched missiles in the Taiwan 
Straits. If the Summit were held in Okinawa, adjacent Taiwan would also be highlighted; 
therefore, China could hardly initiate military action. Hence, the summit was expected to 
lead to the establishment of stability in East Asia. (Okamoto 1999a) 
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diversity will be impressed upon other countries by highlighting Okinawa’s 
culture and natural beauty, which is different from that of the mainland. (Okamoto 
1999b) 
 
Considering Okamoto’s high position as a government official, we can infer that his 
comments were a major reason for the choice of Okinawa. Okamoto apparently 
emphasized the uniqueness of Okinawa, and at the same time he expected Okinawa to play 
its role as a part of Japan. Needless to say, he mentioned the presence of huge American 
military bases in Okinawa; however, he placed stronger emphasis on the geographical and 
cultural uniqueness of Okinawa. He described Okinawa as a center of East Asia, thus 
implying that as it is located far from mainland Japan’s cultural sphere, Okinawa has a 
distinctive culture and natural beauty.  
 On the same day, Okamoto wrote another article for a local Okinawan newspaper. 
In this article, he wished that Okinawans would forget the overwrought feelings of 
victimization derived from past experiences and make use of this summit in Okinawa to 
direct their attention to the future of Okinawa. (Okamoto 1999c) At the end of his article, 
he stated that ‘the Okinawan postwar period’ would end with the opening of the G8 
Summit. Since 1995, anti-military, anti-mainland or even independence movements have 
grown in strength. Okamoto attempted to use the Summit as a large-scale device to wean 
Okinawa from the influence of the past and to rein in expanding social movements.  
 
Yamamoto (A Government Official) 
Other government officials also promoted the cultural uniqueness of Okinawa, including 
Ichita Yamamoto, the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs. The Okinawa Times carried an 
interview with Yamamoto on 11 April in which he replied to a question on the significance 
of holding the Summit in Okinawa: “The government wants to use this chance to appeal to 
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the culture, history and hospitality of Okinawa Prefecture, rather than to the military base 
issues. Through the G8 Okinawa Summit, we want to make Okinawa a place that 
everybody knows— as Okinawa in Japan and as Okinawa in the World.”  What this 
passage immediately made clear was that the central government wanted to avoid a closer 
look at Okinawa’s political issues. In the last part of the interview, he praised the culture of 
Okinawa. It can be understood from this extract that “the government intended to separate 
military base issues from the G8 Summit, and aimed to focus on the history and culture of 
Okinawa and report it to the world. ”(Hosaka, Higa, and Miyagi 2001)  
 
Shimada (A Scholar) 
Haruo Shimada, a professor of economics at Keio University, and a chair of the Informal 
Council on Okinawa Municipalities Hosting U.S. Bases (Okinawa beigun kichi shozai 
shichōson ni kansuru kondankai), also spoke on the same topic.12 The Okinawa Times 
carried an interview with Shimada on 23 May. Shimada stated, “Geopolitically speaking, 
Okinawa is a good venue. By holding the G8 Summit in Okinawa, we can send a message 
to Asian countries that this Summit strongly considers Asian issues and is open to Asia. 
Since Okinawa is located in the very middle of Asia, it’s symbolic.”  It is known that at a 
very early stage, Shimada suggested to then Prime Minister Obuchi he organize the Summit 
in Okinawa. By stressing the geographical position of Okinawa, he implied the Asian-like 
exotic distinctiveness of Okinawa. From this example we can also infer that the central 
government continued sending the message both to the Okinawan people and to people 
outside Okinawa that Okinawa had a unique and Asian-like culture. We can also understand 
that Okinawa was chosen as a venue for the G8 Summit for precisely this reason.  
                                                   
12 The Informal Council, also known as The Shimada Group or Shima-kon, was 
established by prime ministerial aide Okamoto Yukio in November 1996 as a personal 
advisory body to the Hashimoto Cabinet. (Yonetani 2001, 75) 
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Nogami (A Government Official) 
Even after the G8 Summit, similar messages were sent out. For example, in the dialogue 
between Yoshiji Nogami and Okamoto, who was at that time Deputy Foreign Minister and 
worked as a personal sherpa for then Prime Minister Mori, Nogami said, “It was a good 
idea to hold the Summit in Okinawa despite the many inconveniences. I have never seen 
such an aesthetically beautiful G8 Summit. Not only does Okinawa have natural beauty, it 
also has culture.” (Nogami 2000, 29)  He implied that if the Summit had been held in 
Tokyo, such a beautiful culture could not have been introduced. He praised Okinawa as an 
ideal venue owing to its beautiful culture. During the talk, Nogami complained about the 
‘peculiar bias’ regarding Okinawan issues seen in Japanese journalism. Nogami said, 
“Japanese journalism still demonstrates outdated and biased views when they cover 
Okinawan issues. Why do they hesitate to honestly report that Okinawan people happily 
welcomed the event (Nogami 2000, 29)?”  ‘Outdated and biased views’ means reporting 
that Okinawa shoulders a heavy political burden and that there are victims suffering from a 
new post-colonialism. In other words, Okinawans are still subjects in that they are now 
controlled by the Japanese central government just as they were once dominated by the 
American military authorities. We can infer that Nogami apparently wanted to view 
Okinawa not in terms of political problems, but from a cultural standpoint. It seems 
reasonable to suppose that the central government, through the G8 Summit, gave Okinawa 
prefecture the role of torchbearer for Japanese cultural diversity. 
 
Conclusion   
 The findings of this chapter can be summarized as follows: first, we can see from 
Tada and Tanaka’s studies that the images of Okinawa are fabricated from outside 
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Okinawa; second, discourses regarding the G8 Summit in Okinawa reveal that the central 
government places an obvious emphasis on Okinawan culture.  
All of the five influential individuals praised the uniqueness of Okinawan culture. 
This leads to the inference that the emphasis on cultural distinctiveness is meant to allow 
the central government to separate the issue of American military bases from the whole 
process of celebrating the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000. By transforming the images of 
Okinawa from gloomy historically-derived political problems into ones showing 
flamboyant cultural uniqueness, it becomes possible for the Japanese government to erase 
the political difficulties peculiar to Okinawa and to include Okinawa – with its potential 
separatist tendencies - under the mantle of Japanese nationhood.  
 The following chapters utilize quantitative survey research to examine how these 
images or discourses are delivered to the audience. The focus will be on the receivers of 






3. Reception of Images of Okinawa  
 
Introduction 
The previous chapter focused on information “senders” (i.e., political elites) and showed 
how the mass media and the government created the images of Okinawa. From this chapter 
onwards, the focus is on “receivers” of such created images of Okinawa. The aim of the 
following four chapters is twofold: first, to examine the extent to which Okinawans accept 
the created images of their home; and second, to examine how people evaluate Okinawa’s 
political issues after accepting the cultural images.  
A first-level analysis will examine what kinds of images are generally accepted by 
the Okinawans. The distribution of answers to a survey question will be given, and then 
certain factors correlated with this distribution will be studied. More specifically, the 
examination will determine whether gender, place of residence and age are correlated with 
the kinds of images people accept. Statistical tests will help prove that Okinawans tend to 




As mentioned in Chapter 1, data was collected through a survey administered in December 
2003. All respondents were resident in Okinawa. One of the key questions asked what 
kinds of images they accept, using the following wording: “If you talk to a non-Okinawan 
friend, which of the following would you say is the most suitable representative image of 
Okinawa?”  The respondents were given the following alternatives: “natural beauty”, 
“richness of culture”, “war” and “military base”. This question will show whether 
Okinawans really accept the “created” images of Okinawa as an exotic paradise of natural 
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beauty and culture. This is a single choice question. Therefore, if many respondents chose 
either “natural beauty” or “richness of culture”, we can infer that the ‘foregrounding of 
culture and backgrounding of politics’ has taken place among Okinawans.13  
   To facilitate investigation into the ‘foregrounding of culture and backgrounding 
of politics’, the four possible answers to the survey question were re-categorized into two 
groups. “Natural beauty” and “richness of culture” were subsumed under the heading of 
“culture”, and “war” and “military base” under “politics”. In the previous chapter, it was 
argued that the central government and the Okinawan prefectural government intentionally 
and artificially emphasized images of an exotic island. Both “natural beauty” and “richness 
of culture” are considered important elements in a created image of Okinawa.  “War” and 
“military base” are integrated into “politics” for historical reasons. During World War Two, 
the Japanese central government fought a series of land battles in Okinawa in order to 
block further American advances onto the Japanese mainland. Furthermore, the defeat of 
Japanese imperial forces resulted in the American military occupation of Okinawa. In 
addition, huge American military bases still exist in Okinawa. Therefore, both “war” and 
“military base” may be regarded as two sides of the same coin.  
 The distribution of answers to the question asked above is suggestive. Of the 
respondents, 330 answered “natural beauty”; “richness of culture” was chosen by 177, 17 
answered “war” and “military base” was selected by 127 (17 missing variables). When the 
choices were reduced to two, 507 respondents chose “culture”, while 144 answered 
“politics”. More than three quarters of respondents chose “culture” to represent the image 
of Okinawa, showing that the cultural image is overwhelmingly dominant. This finding 
seems to support Tanaka’s argument that the ‘foregrounding of culture and backgrounding 
                                                   
13 By this, Tanaka means that “the more people focus on culture, the more they forget the 
political and economic issues.” (Tanaka 2003, 431) 
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of politics’ is occurring in Okinawa. 
 
Bivariate Analysis: Depth of the Acceptance of Images 
Are certain types of people more likely to accept cultural images than others? This question 
was answered through the use of two chi-square tests and a t-test, with a focus on gender, 
place of residence and age as explanatory variables.  
 
 Let us first look at the bivariate association between gender and the images of 
Okinawa. Many studies have shown that gender matters in shaping political attitudes and 
behavior. For example, Kenski (1988) discovered a gender gap in voter turnout, party 
identification and voting patterns in presidential and congressional elections. In the 
Okinawan context, we cannot overlook the fact that US servicemen have assaulted many 
local women since 1945. Especially after the schoolgirl rape incident of 1995, feminist 
movements become extraordinarily vigorous.14 Some feminist activists argue that, “the 
                                                   
14 This incident was addressed in Chapter 1. Three US servicemen gang-raped a 
twelve-year-old schoolgirl, provoking intense anger among Okinawans. Angst (2001) 
argues that this incident, in which the strong raped the weak, represents Okinawa’s history 
Table 1: Cross-Tabulation of Image of Okinawa and Gender 
  Image of Okinawa  
  Culture Politics Total  
Male 199 67 266 
 74.81 25.19 100.00 
Female 322 98 420 
Gender 
 76.67 23.33 100.00 
 
Note: Person chi2=0.307, Pr=0.580. The 1st and 2nd rows of each cell are frequency 
and row percentages, respectively. 
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rape represents the potential endangerment of all women in Okinawa owing to the presence 
of thousands of mostly young, unaccompanied men who train on a regular basis to fight 
and kill enemy forces.” (Angst 2001, 254) For some years after the incident, feminists’ 
arguments were so effective that many people were involved in anti-military movements.  
Given this background, the first hypothesis can accordingly be posited: women are 
more likely to accept political images of Okinawa than men. However, a chi-square test 
shows that the P-value is 0.58 (see Table 1). Thus, the null hypothesis that there is no 
correlation between gender and the selection of representative images of Okinawa could 
not necessarily be rejected.  
We now turn to a bivariate association between place of residence and the 
accepted images of Okinawa. Compared to places without many military bases, those areas 
where military bases are concentrated have some distinctive features. First, there are more 
night-clubs or pubs catering to the U.S. servicemen. Second, more U.S. servicemen have 
committed crimes in those areas. Finally, more military equipment such as combat planes 
or armed vehicles can be seen on a daily basis by people living in that area. (Ota 1995) As 
residents living in such municipalities are more exposed to military bases, they may be 
more likely to think that the representative image of Okinawa is political rather than 
cultural.  
All municipalities where survey respondents live were classified into four levels 
based on the share of US bases in each municipality. The source for this data is a 
                                                                                                                                                          
of a weak Okinawa being pinned down by a strong America. This incident was followed by 
years of anti-military and anti-government movements in Okinawa.  
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document released by the Okinawa prefectural government.15  
 The cross-tabulation is shown in Table 2. The P-value of a chi-square test is 0.184. 
Once again, the null hypothesis could not be discarded. Whether a person lives close to the 
fence of a military base does not affect whether he or she accepts a political image or a 
cultural image. Despite the enormous and serious influence of U.S. bases, the presence or 
absence of military bases does not significantly affect people’s perceptions of 
representative images of Okinawa.  
This result is surprising as there have been many difficulties caused by military 
bases. For instance, the noise from fighter-planes’ take-offs and landings increases the 
likelihood of hearing defects and underweight babies. (Ryukyu Shimpo 1997) This is 
                                                   
15 The municipalities in which the geographical share of U.S. bases is more than 50 
percent include Kadena-cho, Kin-cho and Chatan-cho; 30 to 50 percent, Yomitan-son, 
Higashi-son, Okinawa-shi, Ie-son and Ginowa-shi; and 10 to 30 percent, Kunigami-son, 
Kitanakagusuku-son, Urasoe-chi, Katsuren-cho and Nago-shi. The other municipalities fall 
into the less than 10 percent category. (Okinawa Prefecture 1996) 
Table2: Cross –Tabulation of Image of Okinawa and Place of Residence 
  Image of Okinawa 
  Culture Politics Total 
less than 10 percent 282 84 366
 77.05 22.95 100.00
10-30 percent 46 22 68
 67.65 32.35 100.00
30-50 percent 62 27 89
 69.66 30.34 100.00
more than 50 percent 18 9 27
Share of US 
Bases in each 
municipality  
 66.67 33.33 100.00
 
Note: Person chi2=4.832, Pr=0.184, The 1st and 2nd rows of each cell are frequency 
and row percentages, respectively. 
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considered a serious international problem and is often discussed at global conferences.16   
This finding is puzzling for another reason. There are many landowners who 
receive base-related rental payments and they are highly dependent on such payments. 
(Marten and Cooley 2003) Therefore, the economic influence of military bases on the 
surrounding area is also expected to be strong. Nevertheless, even in those municipalities 
with military bases, about two-thirds of respondents choose “natural beauty” or “culture” as 
representative images of Okinawa. 
 Finally, we can look at the correlation between age and the accepted image of 
Okinawa. People in their forties underwent the American occupation and also experienced, 
directly or indirectly, the social movements seeking reversion to Japan. This generation, 
who lived before Okinawa’s reversion to Japanese sovereignty in 1972, remembers life 
under American rule: they used American dollars for shopping and needed a passport to 
travel to mainland Japan. Many people of this generation were also involved in hotly 
contested debates initiated by pro-reversion nationalists such as the Association of School 
Teachers (Kyosyokuinkai)17 and anti-reversionists such as Arakawa Akira. (Furuki 2003, 
33) 18  In addition, elderly people in their sixties still have memories of World War Two. 
Some of them experienced tragic ground battles in Okinawa and they also remember how 
                                                   
16 Issues such as underweight newborns and hearing defects caused by military maneuvers 
were discussed in international human rights conferences like the “Women’s Network in 
East Asia, America and Puerto Rico against Military Bases.” ( Ryukyu Shimpo, 2002, 
August 15)   
17 One of the assertions made by the Association of School Teachers was that since 
Okinawa was poor, financial aid from the mainland was necessary. They therefore 
supported reversion. Members of political and financial circles could not lead this 
movement since they had political or economic ties to the U.S. military government. 
(Oguma 1998)  
18 Arakawa Akira is known as an anti-revisionist. The distinctive feature of his argument is 
that he criticized American colonial rule and Japanese assimilation. By highlighting 
Okinawa’s inherent ethnicity, Arakawa argued against the nation-state (Oguma 1998).               
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badly Japanese soldiers treated them. For those people, events in the past are not something 
written in a history book. They have “real” experiences of colonial history in Okinawa. It is 
hypothesized that the higher the age group, the more likely they are to choose “war” or 
“military base” as a representative image of Okinawa. 
 To test whether different age groups have different images of Okinawa, a 
two-sample test with equal variances was conducted. The average age of people who chose 
“culture” or “natural beauty” as the representative image of Okinawa was 25.40, whereas 
the average age of those who selected “war” or “military bases” was 27.0. The difference is 
1.61 and the standard error is 1.08. This difference does not permit one to reject the null 
hypothesis. There is no statistically significant difference between the average age of those 
who think of “culture” as Okinawa’s representative image and the average age of those 
who select political images. Despite the fact that the younger generation and older 
generations have such apparently different backgrounds, a survey analysis shows that there 
is no statistical difference when they select Okinawa’s images. It is not going too far to say 
that the “cultural” image of Okinawa permeates all generations.   
 
Conclusion 
Based on these three statistical tests, it is concluded that Okinawans’ acceptance of 
“culture” as the representative image of Okinawa is broad and deep. As far as Okinawa’s 
image is concerned, the social and demographic variables specific to individuals do not 
have a strong impact on their opinions about Okinawan images. These findings show that 
the images of “war” or “military base”, which are closely related to individual experience, 
do not have as much impact as “natural beauty” or “culture.” We can infer that 
‘foregrounding of culture and backgrounding of politics’ took place among Okinawans. It 
is important to emphasize that this finding indicates that Okinawan people became less 
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sensitive to political matters and begin to accept the predominant mainland-produced 





4. Consequences of the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000 
 
Introduction 
As explained in Chapter 2, government officials promoted cultural images of Okinawa 
during the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000. Chapter 3 showed that these cultural images are 
widely accepted by Okinawans. This chapter will examine the consequences of their 
acceptance of these cultural images. Highlighting the Okinawa Summit as a case study, the 
following hypothesis is tested: those who accept the cultural images of Okinawa are more 
likely to think that the Summit brought political and economic benefits to Okinawa. First, 
the political and economic situation in Okinawa before and after the Summit will be 
introduced. This background information is necessary in order to understand the 
above-mentioned hypothesis. Second, the independent and dependent variables will be 
elaborated. Finally, the hypothesis will be tested using a simple ordinary least square (OLS) 
regression. 
 
Political and Economic Situation Before and After the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000 
After the Japanese government’s decision to hold the 2000 Summit in Okinawa, various 
arguments were raised over this choice of venue. In Okinawa, the strongest argument raised 
was the fear of having a new military base imposed on the inhabitants in exchange for 
hosting such an important political event.19 The Summit was considered a carrot dangled 
                                                   
19 In 1996, the central and prefectural governments decided to relocate the Futenma U.S. 
Airbase. “While the central government wanted to move Futenma Airbase to Nago City, 
the prefectural government and many of the local inhabitants demanded it be moved 
outside Okinawa.” (Furuki 2003, 35) An article in Ryukyu Shimpo on 11 July 2000 stated: 
“The process of selecting a relocation venue came to a deadlock, and the decision to bring 
the Summit to Okinawa could be understood as pressure to realize relocation within 
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in front of Okinawa Prefecture by the central government. (Ryukyu Shimpo, 11 July 2000) 
An Okinawan newspaper conducted a public opinion poll and asked the public what they 
expected from the Summit. The result shows that Okinawans had great expectations of the 
Summit, especially in terms of economic development and a reduction in the number of 
military bases. The four most common responses (out of multiple-choice options) were the 
following: “Foreign media will cover Okinawa and as a result, foreigners will know that 
Okinawa has many tourist attractions (43.3 % of respondents saying yes)”; “more 
sightseeing tourists will stimulate the Okinawan economy (35.3 %)”; “Okinawans can 
teach foreigners about Okinawan traditions, which emphasize the importance of peace 
(34.3 %)”; and “the Summit could be a chance to solve the U.S. military base problem 
(30.3 %).”20 In addition, there was the potential for good media coverage of the Human 
Chain anti-military base protest movement at the Kadena U.S. Airbase on the eve of the 
Summit. 21  Okinawans were counting on the Summit and the resultant heavy media 
coverage to convey to the world the injustice imposed on Okinawa by the onerous military 
burden. (Hosaka, Higa, and Miyagi 2001)  
 Nonetheless, the Okinawa Summit did not contribute to solving either Okinawa’s 
military base problems or its stagnant economy. The Okinawa Summit’s inability to solve 
these political and economic problems will be elaborated in the following. 
                                                                                                                                                          
Okinawa.” An article in the Mainichi Daily News on 7 September 1997 stated: “The central 
government officially denies a direct connection between the transfer of Futenma U.S. 
Airbase and the G-8 Summit, but there is no doubt that the government hopes to use the 
Summit as leverage to facilitate a solution to the Futenma problem.” 
20 The poll was conducted during 3 to 5 August 2000. For further details, see Ryukyu 
Shimpo (11 August 2000). 
21 “An estimated 27,000 people gathered hand-in-hand along the seventeen-kilometer 
perimeter of Kadena U.S. Air force Base. This human chain was an emotional and 
triumphant reaffirmation of the peace movement and it expressed the determination of 
Okinawans to struggle against the bases in the face of pressure.” (Yonetani 2001) 
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 The main venue of the Summit was Nago City in northern Okinawa. The choice of 
Nago City as the venue had important political implications as it was the site chosen for the 
future relocation of Futenma U.S. Airbase in central Okinawa. When Nago City was 
officially finalized as the future site of Futenma U.S. Airbase, many people were strongly 
opposed. Aware of such strong anti-military attitudes, the government intended to sway 
Okinawans’ attitudes by holding the 2000 G8 Summit in Nago. (McCormack 2003, 105)22 
The celebrations that accompanied the opening of the Summit concealed Okinawa’s 
anti-military movement. “Opposition to the base was wrong-footed by the series of events, 
and the protest movement faltered.” (McCormack 2003, 105) Okinawans even expected the 
Okinawa Summit to “promote the government’s attempts at solving the problem of military 
bases.” (Ryukyu Shimpo, 11 August 2000) 
However, there was no change in the central government’s decision to relocate 
Futenma Airbase to Nago City. To make matters worse, just after the Okinawa Summit the 
central government “resumed talks on plans for the building of the new base” at Nago City. 
(Yonetani 2001, 88)23 The Summit did not decrease the capacity of military bases stationed 
in Okinawa, either. Ironically, it silenced anti-military base movements and encouraged the 
government in their decision to build a new base at Nago City. After the Okinawa Summit, 
“the ‘base-relocation issue’ was dwarfed by the ‘fifteen-year limitation issue’ as if the 
base’s relocation to Nago City were already [taken as] a given.” (Yonetani 2001, 88)24 
                                                   
22 In McCormack’s context, Okinawan thinking can be understood as an anti-military 
norm. 
23 To be exact, a new base was planned in Henoko district, a village in Nago. Henoko is 
famous for its coral reefs, abundant in rare fish and coral. It is also an important feeding 
ground for an endangered species of dugong. Environmental movements are strongly 
against the planned Henoko helicopter-pad. (Ota 2003). 
24Governor Inamine of Okinawa prefecture and mayor Kishimoto of Nago City proposed 
that the planned base in Nago be jointly used by both civilian and military aircraft for 
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 President Clinton’s speech was also notable for its understanding of the Summit’s 
inability to solve Okinawa’s problems. He was the first U.S. President to visit Okinawa 
after the reversion of Okinawa to Japanese sovereignty. Okinawans expected from Clinton 
a concrete plan for reducing the number of U.S. military bases in Okinawa or a clear 
acceptance of the proposed “fifteen-year limitation” plan. However, his speech completely 
failed to fulfill Okinawans’ expectations. (Ryukyu Shimpo, 28 July 2000)25  
 Another kind of disappointment also awaited the Okinawans. The Okinawan 
economy is often represented as a ‘3K’ economy of which base (kichi), public works 
(kōkyō jigyō) and tourism (kankō) are the three dependent branches that prevent Okinawa 
from achieving economic freedom. (Hook and Siddle 2003, 3) Thus, people anticipated the 
Summit would help boost Okinawa’s flagging economy by increasing the number of 
tourists to Okinawa and through the construction of facilities for the Summit and its related 
public construction projects. (Okinawa Times, 5 April 2001; 9 July 2001; 9 December 
2001)    
 The data, however, show that the positive economic effects of the Okinawa 
Summit were only temporary (See Table 3). Compared to the national average, it is evident 
that Okinawa Prefecture’s unemployment rate is higher. As shown in Table 3, it was 7.9 % 
in 2000, a 0.4 % point decline from the previous year. It went up again in 2001, however, 
and remained high in 2002.  
                                                                                                                                                          
fifteen years. After fifteen years, the airbase would be returned to Okinawa prefecture for 
civilian use only. “Inamine and Kishimoto demanded the fifteen-year limitation in their 
attempt to placate local opposition to the planned base.” (Yonetani 2001, 88) 
25In the speech, Clinton used the word “reduce” only once. But the object of the word was 
“footprint.” This term is very vague and many interpretations are possible. (Tanaka 2000) 
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 In sum, contrary to Okinawans’ expectations, the Summit did not produce any 
positive outcomes for them.  
 
Data and Variables 
As clarified in Chapter 2, the government strongly stressed the geographic and cultural 
uniqueness of Okinawa when they chose Okinawa as a venue for the Summit. With this in 
mind, what kind of effect did this have on ordinary Okinawans’ state of mind? It is 
hypothesized that Okinawans who accept cultural images of Okinawa are more likely to 
think that the Summit was politically and economically beneficial to Okinawa. An 
introduction of independent and dependent variables follows. 
 
Cultural Images 
During the Summit, not only the central government but the Okinawan prefectural 
government as well put a high priority on commercializing the beautiful scenery and 
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culture of Okinawa.26 First of all, the venue of the conference had a symbolic cultural 
meaning and was located in a very distinctive place. The main venue is called Bankoku 
Shinryōkan (The hall bridging all countries of the world), and was built in the Cape Busena 
resort area.27 This resort area is famous for its coral reefs. Every time the media reported 
on the Summit, the blue sky and the shimmering emerald sea were featured in the camera 
frame. Second, a dinner party held at Shuri castle was also well publicized by the media. A 
classic parade was reproduced from the Ryukyu kingdom era. People dressed in colorful 
ancient costumes welcomed leaders from the G8 countries. The Okinawan media reported, 
“Compared to the Cologne Summit in 1999, during which the G8 leaders took a picture in 
front of the K lner Dom, the dinner party at the Shuri castle was much more aesthetically 
impressive.” (Okinawa Times, 1 August 2000)  Third, during the reception hosted by the 
prefectural government, many traditional entertainments, such as traditional dance, 
classical music and Karate, were presented. An Okinawan singer, Namie Amuro, sang 
“Never End”, a song specially written and composed for the G8 Summit.28 In addition, 
when then U.S. President Clinton made a speech at the Cornerstone of Peace, the blue 
ocean also appeared in the frame of a TV camera.29 “Those images were conveyed by the 
media, and [Okinawans expressed] many optimistic opinions on the use of the Summit in 
                                                   
26 One of the main industries in Okinawa is tourism. An article in the Okinawa Times on 1 
August 2000 stated: “The prefectural office tried to make use of this great chance to 
advertise to the press from all over the world that Okinawa is a wonderful place for 
sightseeing.”  
27 The name of Bankoku Shinryōkan derives from the name of a bell “Bankoku Shinryō no 
Kane” which means “Bell Bridging All Countries of the World.” (Furuki 2003, 25) 
28 Namie Amuro is one of the Okinawan singers who led the Okinawan boom in mainland 
Japan. 
29 The Cornerstone of Peace is a peace monument in southern Okinawa, where the harshest 
battle was fought. The names of all the people from various nations who died in Okinawa 
during World War Two are engraved on the monument. The Cornerstone of Peace, where 
Clinton made his speech, is located on a headland with views of the Pacific Ocean. 
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order to show the cultural diversity of Okinawa Island.”(Tanaka 2003, 429) 
Keeping this background in mind, two questions to measure the extent to which 
Okinawans accepted “unique” images of Okinawa during the Summit were prepared. The 
first question was: “Do you agree or disagree that the Okinawa Summit was beneficial 
because it enabled both mainlanders and foreigners to appreciate the beautiful scenery of 
Okinawa?” The second question was: “Do you agree or disagree that the Okinawa Summit 
was beneficial because it enabled both mainlanders and foreigners to understand the 
cultural richness of Okinawa?” For both two questions, respondents were given two 
alternatives: “agree” or “disagree.” Those respondents who chose “agree” are more willing 
to accept the created images of Okinawa. The independent variable, which measures the 
acceptability of such images of Okinawa, is simply an answer of “agree” to these two 
questions. The proportion of respondents who chose “agree” to both questions was 77.6 %. 
One instance of “agree” was chosen by 7.8 % of respondents, and 14.6 % choose 
“disagree” twice. 
 
Perceived Political and Economic Consequences 
As explained in the previous section, the political and economic situation in Okinawa did 
not change much after the Okinawa Summit. The previous part of this section established 
that the Summit failed to bring economic and political benefits. Therefore, if a respondent 
said that the Okinawa Summit had positive effects on either the economy or the 
military-base problem, this respondent could be considered to be less aware of the political 
and economic consequences of this Summit. Two questions were used to examine 
Okinawan political awareness. First, to measure their awareness of the military base issue, 
the question, “Do you agree or disagree that the Okinawa Summit was beneficial because it 
promoted the government’s attempts to solve the U.S. military base problem?” was asked 
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The second question measured their awareness of economic problems in Okinawa: “Do 
you agree or disagree that the Okinawa Summit had a positive influence on the Okinawan 
economy?”  
These two questions generated the dependent variable. Similar to the coding of the 
independent variable, the dependent variable is the number of times a respondent disagreed 
with the two statements. It thus measures their awareness of the political and economic 
consequences of the Summit. The proportion of respondents who chose “agree” for both 
questions is 13.0 %. One instance of “agree” was chosen by 37.6% of respondents, and 
49.5 % chose “disagree” twice. 
 
Regression Results 
As the dependent variable is ordered categorically, the most appropriate statistical model is 
an ordered probit model. Although a simple ordinary least square (OLS) model was 
employed, its usage was justified by preliminary research that found the sign and 
significance level of estimated parameters to be about the same in both ordered probit and 
OLS models.  
 Besides the key independent variable (the perception of cultural images through 
the Okinawa Summit) and the dependent variable (awareness of politics surrounding the 
Okinawa Summit), the following five control variables were also included: fluency of 
dialect use, experience with traditional dance (Eisā), place of residence, age and gender.30 
Since these are only control variables, no substantial interpretation of their estimated 
coefficients was done.  
Table 4 shows the results of the regression. The coefficient of the key independent 
variable, the perception of cultural images through the Summit, is significantly correlated 
                                                   
30 For the question wording and coding of these variables, see Appendices B and C. 
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with the awareness of political and economic issues surrounding the Summit. As expected, 
it has a negative effect, which suggests that those who accepted the cultural images of 
Okinawa through the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000 were less likely to be aware of the fact 





From the regression analysis in this Chapter, we can infer that the mainland’s highlighting 
of cultural images of Okinawa through the Summit had the effect of obscuring Okinawans’ 
Table4: Regression of Cultural Perceptions and Political Awareness of the Okinawa 
Summit 
 
Independent Variable Coefficient Standard Error P-value
    
Perception of cultural 
images through the 
Okinawa Summit -0.274 0.029 0.000
 
Dialect 0.034 0.042 0.418
Traditional dance -0.043 0.074 0.565
Place of residence 0.040 0.098 0.683
Age -0.002 0.003 0.463
Gender 0.157 0.557 0.005
 
constant 1.659 0.196 0.000
 
Note: The number of samples=662, F-statistics=16.86, R-square=0.09, Square root of 
MSE=0.679.  The standard errors are robust standard errors. The dependent variable is 
the awareness of the political and economic consequences of the Summit. 
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awareness of political and economic issues. Those who perceive the Okinawa Summit as 
beneficial because it highlighted cultural images of Okinawa were less likely to be sensitive 
to important political aspects behind the Summit. 
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5. Influence of Cultural Perceptions on Political Awareness 
 
Introduction 
The previous chapter made the inference that the created cultural images used during the 
Okinawa Summit influenced Okinawans’ psychology and obscured their political 
awareness. This chapter intends to test the ‘generalizability’ of the above inference using 
more general questions not specific to the Summit. The hypothesis is similar to the one in 
the previous chapter: “Those who praise cultural images of Okinawa are less sensitive to 
political issues in Okinawa.” Five questions from the survey conducted in December 2003 
were aggregated to generate the independent variable, which measured respondents’ 
perceptions of created cultural images. Similarly, six questions were aggregated to generate 
the dependent variable, which measured how aware respondents are of political issues. The 
control variables included the use of dialect, experience with traditional dance, place of 
residence, age and gender. These control variables are the same ones used in Chapter 4.31 
The next section introduces these variables, followed by the results of a regression analysis.  
 
Independent Variable: Perception of Cultural Images 
Culture is intangible and only exists in people’s discourses. Thus, there is no authentically 
essential culture of Okinawa. There are, however, images that “create our understanding of 
what ‘Okinawa(n)’ is.”(Roberson 2001, 214) In the sense that such images are often created, 
they reflect a viewpoint of a viewpoint, i.e., that of the mainlanders. It was therefore argued 
that the images of Okinawa are a Japanese version of Orientalism.  
A closer examination will now be made of such multifaceted and often fabricated 
                                                   
31 Since they are only control variables, this thesis does not interpret their parameter 
estimates. 
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images of Okinawa: five typical images were chosen.  
 
Champuru (mixed) Culture 
Champru is the word most commonly used to describe Okinawan culture. It means “mixing 
together, or mixture, and may have been borrowed from the Indonesian language.”(Barrell 
and Tanaka 1996, 51) This is the most crucial concept among the five aspects of Okinawa 
culture that will be discussed here, since champru culture is completely different from the 
image of a highly homogeneous mainland Japan. (Roberson 2001, 218)  
 Roberson explains the “hybrid” or “creole” nature of Okinawa champru as 
follows: “Hybridity, furthermore, is not just a matter of cultural creolization; it has often 
been the product of political economic histories of colonialism and imperialism.”(Roberson 
2001, 214)  The word champuru reflects Okinawa’s history for various reasons. First, in 
pre-modern times, Okinawa was part of a Sino-centric regional world-system and at the 
same time was within the trade zone for China and the East Asian regions. (Furuki 2003, 
24) Second, Okinawa was annexed to Japan. Last, Okinawa was once under American 
occupation. Thus, Okinawa was placed under the rule of various countries and those 
countries strongly affected the development of Okinawan culture. In the process of creating 
images of Okinawa, mainlanders often praise the champru culture as being very distinctive, 
which makes Okinawa look like an exotic paradise. 
In particular, Okinawan food and music are often portrayed as champuru. 32 
Okinawan rock ‘n’ roll developed in Okinawa under the strong influence of America during 
the post-war period. (Ogura 2003, 469) New pop music in Okinawa, which features 
                                                   
32 In Okinawa, Champuru is a mixed stir-fry dish. Most popular is goya champru with tofu. 
Goya is a summer vegetable known as bitter melon in English. Other champru dishes 
include mamina (bean sprouts), chiribira (garlic shoots), somin (fine rice noodles and 
tinned tuna), tamana (cabbage) and fu (gluten).(Barrell and Tanaka 1996) 
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“hybrid syntheses of traditional Okinawan folk music with ‘Western’ musical styles and 
instruments,”(Roberson 2001, 211) is called “Uchinaa Pop” (Roberson 2001) or “Okinawa 
Pop.”(Shinjo 2003) Both Okinawan rock ‘n’ roll and Uchinaa Pop have become popular 
even in mainland Japan. Shinjo (2003, 82) wrote, “The Okinawan pop that originates from 
Okinawa is processed in mainland Japan in order to make it more palatable to the Japanese 
market. In this process, a hybrid image of Okinawa is stereotyped as ‘the image of 
Okinawa.’ Okinawa Pop, which is received in Okinawa, is actually a stereotyped image of 
Okinawa. (Shinjo 2003, 83)  
 To examine how well Okinawans accept this “champru” image of Okinawa, the 
following question was posed: “Do you agree or disagree that Okinawa has been more 
culturally affected by other countries than by mainland Japan?” The proportion of 
respondents who chose “agree” to this question was 87.9 %; “disagree” was chosen by 
11.9%. 
 
Iyashi no Shima (Comfort Island) 
Iyashi (comfort) is one of the new keywords used in tourism campaigns for Okinawa. 
When Okinawa is described as “Iyashi no Shima (comfort island)”, it means that Okinawa 
is a paradise where everybody can relax with gentle local people and enjoy a slow pace of 
life.33 According to Hook and Siddle, “Okinawans are described as the non-threatening, 
laid-back and relaxed ‘exotic’ islanders, ever ready to burst into song and dance, happily 
supportive of the status quo and the ‘warm’ relationship with the mainland.” (Hook and 
Siddle 2003b, 6) Those mainlanders who find the value of Iyashi (comfort) in Okinawa 
                                                   
33 Such images of paradise-like “Iyashi no shima” do not reflect Okinawa’s current 
situation, as noted in Chapter 4. Unemployment on Okinawa is almost double that of the 
mainland. Also, the male suicide rate is the third-highest in Japan. (The Ryuku Shimpo 2 
February 2003) 
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may perceive Okinawa as “a place where they can visit to relax after all that stress from 
work and be rejuvenated.” (Kohama 1996, 154)  
 This image of Iyashi strongly reflects the mainland viewpoint. The media outside 
of Okinawa were “generating, nurturing and spreading their particular images.” (Hook and 
Siddle 2003b, 6) Advertising Okinawa as an “Iyashi no shima” is very beneficial for 
Okinawa in terms of tourism. Many recent travel books depict Okinawa as “Iyashi no 
shima (comfort island),” and they claim that in Okinawa, one can learn Okinawans’ slow 
way of life and elaborate cooking processes (as opposed to fast-food), and then find oneself 
refreshed and renewed (JTA 2003).  However, Tanaka argues that, “it must be stated that 
the image is nothing but an illusion.” (Tanaka 2003, 421) He emphasizes that numerous 
discourses of “Iyashi no shima” affect the psychology of both the mainlanders and the 
Okinawans. It created a situation in which Okinawans also willingly – albeit - 
unconsciously play roles in the promotion of the image of ‘comfort island’. “In other words, 
the images produced outside have now been internalized by the Okinawans.” (Tanaka 2003, 
426) 
 To examine whether Okinawans accept this “Iyashi no shima” image of Okinawa, 
the following question was asked: “Okinawa has been recently highlighted in the media as 
Iyashi no shima. Do you agree or disagree that Okinawa is a place of solace compared to 
mainland Japan?” The proportion of respondents who chose “agree” was 81.5 %; 
“disagree” was chosen by 17.2%. 
 
 
Soap Operas and Movies 
We now turn to television series and movies: ‘Chura-san’, ‘Nabi’s Love’ and ‘Hotel 
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Hibiscus’.34 ‘Chura-san’ was a popular soap-opera aired by NHK (Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai, 
Japan Broadcasting Cooperation). The story is about Eri, an island-born heroine, who goes 
to Tokyo and tries her best to become a nurse with the help of the people around her. 
‘Nabi’s Love’(1999) was an Okinawan movie directed by Yuji Nakae and the love story of 
Okinawan grandmother Nabi. Unexpectedly, it was a great success in mainland Japan. 
‘Hotel Hibiscus’ (2002) is Nakae’s latest movie. The story centers on Mieko, an impudent 
and curious little girl whose family members are marked by Okinawan history, namely war 
and American occupancy. Descriptions of Okinawa in these media commonly suggest 
“much about the present status of Okinawan culture or Japanese media discourse on 
Okinawa.” (Tanaka 2003, 423) In modern Japanese society, close relationships between 
people, purity of heart and hospitality, native traditions and richness of culture, like songs 
and dances, are “endangered.” (Roberson 2001, 211) Since all of these works depict 
Okinawa as having preserved native traditions and deep human relationships, they make 
audiences feel nostalgic and recall sentimental old days. Tanaka explained this as follows: 
 
The island life of Okinawa in soap operas and movies thus becomes a focal point 
for nostalgia shared by the Japanese in general. They depict Okinawa as a 
reconstructed ‘Okinawa’ scene by omitting certain memories and experiences of the 
people. That in turn produces a narcissistic image that goes back to the imaginary 
‘origin’. … In the essential discourse, the scene of the origin is set at the point 
where nostalgia is attracted. (Tanaka 2003, 427)    
 
                                                   
34 ‘Chura-san’ is a drama about Eri, an island-born heroine. Eri goes to Tokyo and tries her 
best to become a nurse with the help of the people around her. ‘Nabi’s Love’ is the love 
story of Okinawan grandmother Nabi. Nabi meets her old lover, who long ago broke up 
with her in the face of family opposition and now tries to win her love. ‘Hotel Hibiscus’ is 
the story of Mieko, an impudent and curious little girl. Her family members are marked by 
Okinawan history, namely war and American occupancy.    
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 To examine whether Okinawans accept the created nostalgic image of Okinawa, 
the following question was asked: “Lately, there have been broadcasts of certain TV series 
and movies featuring Okinawa (e.g., ‘Chura-san’, ‘Nabi’s Love’ and ‘Hotel Hibiscus’). If 
you were asked by a friend from mainland Japan whether the description of Okinawa in the 
series or movies is accurate or not, would you answer that it is nearly accurate or that it is 
not accurate?” The proportion of respondents who chose “nearly accurate” was 47.8 %; 
“not accurate” was chosen by 47.2% of respondents. (Focusing particularly on the recent 
“Okinawa boom” represented by the Iyashi image and soap-operas and movies, another 
regression analysis was conducted. For further information, see Appendix D.) 
 
Longevity 
Okinawa is also known for its longevity. (Itokazu 1996; Kina 1996) According to statistical 
data released by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (2000), the life expectancy for 
Okinawan men is over 77.6 years and for women it is 86.0 years. “The life expectancy for 
both men and women on Okinawa is the highest in Japan, which is perhaps the highest in 
the world.” (Barrell and Tanaka 1996, 123)35 Barrel and Tanaka suggest three reasons for 
Okinawa’s long life expectancy. It may be a result of the climate and natural bounty, of 
distinctive diets using semi-tropical ingredients or of the carefree life represented by music, 
song and dance. Regardless of the true reason for longevity, we cannot overlook the fact 
that promoting the longevity image of Okinawa strongly benefits tourism. “Whatever the 
secrets, today’s leaders are set to exploit Okinawa’s image as a place that can supply 
longevity.” (Barrell and Tanaka 1996, 123)  
                                                   
35 However, it would be well to examine recent life expectancy. According to statistical 
data (2000) released by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, the life expectancy of 
male Okinawans was 77.64, and ranked 26th among 47 prefectures. Male life expectancy 
used to be the fourth highest in 1995. This big drop is remarkable.   
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 As a part of the longevity image of Okinawa, the liveliness of Oba (grandmother) 
is often highlighted. Recently, many books praising the liveliness of Okinawan Oba have 
been published, such as Okinawa Oba Retsuden (The Lives of Okinawan Grandmothers)” 
(2000). Tomi Taira also plays an important role in developing the longevity image of 
Okinawa. She is a 76-year-old actress who played major roles in all three works mentioned 
above (‘Chura-san’, ‘Nabi’s Love’ and ‘Hotel Hibiscus’). Representing the Okinawan 
elderly, Taira impresses the audience with the gentleness and energy of Oba, which has led 
to an Oba boom. Taira, whose popularity was once limited to Okinawa, is now very 
popular throughout Japan and often publishes her essays in Japanese magazines. Many 
travel books feature Oba working in bazaars, (Ryukyu Shimpo, 15 September 2002) which 
are now common tourist attractions in Okinawa.     
 To examine whether Okinawans accept the longevity image of Okinawa, the 
following question was asked: “Do you agree or disagree that Okinawan people enjoy 
longevity?” The proportion of respondents who chose “agree” was 58.4 %; “disagree” was 
chosen by 41.3% of respondents. 
 
Unique Cuisine 
Alongside Okinawan longevity, Okinawan cuisine also attracts media attention. It is 
considered one of the most important elements in developing Okinawa as a tourist 
attraction.36 Among a large number of magazines and books featuring Okinawan culture, 
those featuring Okinawan traditional cuisine sell particularly well. These days, Okinawan 
                                                   
36 Keiichi Inamine, the present governor of Okinawa Prefecture, was a spokesman for the 
business sector and chairman of the largest local petrol company when he wrote: “After all, 
we have a reputation for longevity, which does really mean something to people and should 
be used. We can market traditional and unique herbs, foods and drinks to our visitors.” 
(Inamine 1996, 125) 
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cuisine such as Goya champuru (mixed stir-fry bitter melon), Okinawa soba 
(Okinawa-style noodles), Rafutē (boiled pork) and Beniimo (red sweet potato) have gained 
wide popularity in Japan. They became “brand-name goods.” (Tada 2002, 151)37 
 To examine whether Okinawans accept the unique image of Okinawan cuisine, the 
following question was asked: “Do you think that Okinawan home-cooked food is unique 
or is the same as other Japanese food?”  The proportion of respondents who chose 
“unique” to this question was 90.7%; “disagree” was chosen by 9.0% of respondents. 
 
Awareness of Political Issues 
We turn now to the dependent variable, which measures how sensitive Okinawans are to 
Okinawa’s political issues. Okinawan political problems have been discussed many times 
in many places and from many points of view. But how aware ordinary Okinawans are of 
political issues has not been examined. To measure their sensitivity, six survey questions 
were asked. Two refer to the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000 introduced in Chapter 4; the other 
four questions and their background are introduced below. 
 
The Possibility of a Terrorist Attack 
The impact of the terrorist attacks on 11 September 2001 was far-reaching in Okinawa. 
Soon after the World Trade Center in New York was attacked, 
 
                                                   
37 However, Tada argued that those tourist attractions, including Okinawan cuisine, were 
developed or artificially invented during the thirty years after the first Okinawa sightseeing 
boom of the sixties. (Tada 2002, 151) Marketing Okinawan cuisine was one of the 
strategies developed by the Okinawan tourist industry. Tanaka also points out that the 
meanings invested in Okinawan cuisine have changed. It had been identified as a symbol of 
scarcity, but now it “is believed to prolong one’s life expectancy.” (Tanaka 2003, 421) 
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 [A]merican military personnel were informed that the status on the US bases was 
upgraded to the highest precaution level of ‘Condition Delta’, and it was repeated 
that it was not a drill but real. The news made the people on Okinawa Island, who 
had lived in close proximity to the US military bases since the end of the Second 
World War, realize the truly precarious nature of their living conditions. (Tanaka 
2003, 419) 
 
This incident suddenly made it clear that “Okinawa has been the ‘war prefecture’ in Japan.” 
(Hook and Siddle 2003a, 242) The incident had a negative impact on Okinawa’s tourism 
industry. The potential danger of American military bases being attacked by terrorists was 
revealed. As a result, many planned trips to Okinawa were cancelled.38 In addition, many 
mainland high school and junior high school excursions to Okinawa were cancelled due to 
the widespread fear that Okinawa was dangerous. (Okinawa Times, 27 September 2001) 
   
 In the face of the negative impact of terrorism and the associated fear, the image of 
Okinawa as an exotic resort faded. To minimize damage to the tourist industry, authorities 
began a new campaign. “The campaign projected a clear image of Okinawa as a safe place 
to visit ‘with the blue sky and the blue sea, and of the island being peaceful as usual.’” 
(Tanaka 2003, 419) 
 To examine whether people noticed that they were living under abnormal 
conditions (Tanaka 2003a, 420) or whether they continued to accept the illusionary 
peaceful image of Okinawa, the following question was asked: “Since the 9.11 terrorist 
attacks in New York two years ago, many acts of terrorism have occurred all over the world. 
Do you think the possibility of Okinawa being attacked by terrorists is high or low?” The 
proportion of respondents who chose “high” was 78.1 %; “low” was chosen by 21.2 % of 
                                                   





The Attitude of the Central Government 
As explained in previous chapters, despite Okinawans’ expectations, the Japanese 
government has brought few economic benefits and has made little progress on the military 
base issues after the G8 Okinawa Summit 2000. Okinawa’s economy continues to stagnate 
and crimes committed by U.S. servicemen continue to occur.39 Whenever a crime is 
committed, a review of the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement is discussed. (Okinawa 
Times, 14 October 2002) Nevertheless, no fundamental solution has been proposed by the 
central government.  
 To examine how sensitive Okinawans are to the governments’ responses to those 
difficult issues, the following question was asked: “Have you been satisfied or not satisfied 
with the attitude of the central government towards the matter of the American military 
bases in Okinawa during the past three or four years?” The proportion of respondents who 
chose “satisfied” was 4.5%; “not satisfied was chosen by 93.9 % of respondents. 
 
Political Knowledge 
To measure the degree of Okinawans’ awareness of politics, the following questions were 
used to examine whether respondents have an accurate understanding of political facts or 
not. The first question asked was: “Do you know what percentage of all U.S. military bases 
in Japan is found in Okinawa?”  The respondents were given the following alternatives: 
“55 %”; “75 %”; and “95 %”, the correct answer being 75 %. The proportion of 
respondents who chose the correct answer was 83.9 %, with 15.3 % of respondents 
                                                   
39 The number of US servicemen who committed crimes has continued to increase since 
1997. In 2002, it reached 112. (Okinawa Times, 3 February 2003). 
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choosing the wrong answer. The other question asked: “Do you know to where the 
Futenma U.S. Airbase will be transferred?” The respondents were given the following 
alternatives: “Nago”, “Kadena” and “Atsugi”, the correct answer being “Nago”.  The 
proportion of respondents who chose the correct answer was 84.7 %, with 13.2 % of 
respondents choosing the wrong answer. 
 
Regression Results 
As explained earlier, an independent variable was generated by aggregating the five 
questions, and a dependent variable by aggregating the six questions. The method of 
aggregation is simple. For the independent variable, the number of times a respondent 
agreed with the statements regarding Okinawa’s images was counted. If the answer to the 
question regarding cuisine was “unique”, it was also counted as agreement. For the 
dependent variable, the answer “disagree” to the two positive statements regarding the 
summit, the answer “high” to the question regarding the possibility of terrorist attack, the 
answer “not satisfied” to the government’s attitude and a correct answer to each of the 
questions about political knowledge were all coded as one. Thus, the sum of those answers 
shows how aware a respondent is of political issues in Okinawa. It is expected that the 
independent variable will have a negative impact on this dependent variable. 
An appropriate statistical model for the ordered categorical dependent variable is 
an ordered probit model. From the same reason mentioned in the previous chapter, a simple 
OLS model was used for the analysis. Table 5 shows the results of estimation. As expected 
from the hypothesis, the coefficient of the key independent variable - the perception of 
images of Okinawa - is significantly negative. It implies that those who accept the cultural 




This finding from multivariate analysis endorses Tanaka’s statement that “culture 
sometimes conceals the structure of power and/or violence.” (Tanaka 2003, 431) The 
enormous number of studies conducted on political discussions of Okinawa shows the 
importance and seriousness of Okinawan political issues. The results of this thesis reveal 
that created cultural images of Okinawa hide political problems. If the word ‘colonialism’ 
can be interpreted as the dominance of the Japanese central government vis-B-vis the weak 
position of Okinawa, we can also say that “the celebration of Okinawa as a resort island” 
works “to hide the political and historical realities of Okinawan and Japanese colonialism.” 
(Roberson 2001, 213)
Table5: Regression of Cultural Perceptions and Political Awareness 
Independent Variable Coefficient Standard. Error P-value
    
Perception of Cultural Images 
of Okinawa -0.111 0.041 0.008
 
Dialect -0.417 0.072 0.564
Traditional Dance 0.088 0.121 0.466
Place of Residence 0.088 0.121 0.466
Age 0.233 0.158 0.142
Gender 0.309 0.089 0.001
    
constant 4.859 0.356 0.000
        
 
Note: The number of samples=662, F-statistics=4.18, R-square=0.04, Square root of 
MSE=1.058.  The standard errors are robust standard errors. The dependent 






The findings of this thesis can now be summarized. The central government tends to 
highlight cultural aspects of Okinawa rather than political ones. This was evident during the 
2000 Okinawa Summit. Furthermore, the cultural images of Okinawa are widely and 
deeply accepted by Okinawans. As a result, the images of Okinawa promoted during the 
G8 Okinawa Summit 2000 made Okinawans less aware of political issues related to the 
summit. In conclusion, the stereotyped images of Okinawa lower Okinawans’ general 
political awareness. In this final chapter, theoretical and policy implications of these 




As noted in Chapter 1, this thesis builds on Tanaka’s (2003) argument. His work can be 
summarized as follows: the recent “Okinawa boom” is an “illusion.” Essentially then, the 
images of Okinawa depicted in the “Okinawa boom” were projected not only on 
mainlanders but also on Okinawans. As a result, the more Okinawans praise their culture, 
the less they are interested in political and economic issues. In sum, Tanaka’s work warns 
that the celebration of Okinawan culture can result in negative political consequences. This 
is what he calls the phenomenon of the “foregrounding of culture and backgrounding of 
politics.” Using a survey conducted in Okinawa, this thesis presented evidence that 
strongly supports his theoretical claim. 
While Tanaka argues that the phenomenon of foregrounding of culture and 
backgrounding of politics exists on the individual level, Morris-Suzuki explains this 
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phenomenon at the societal level and proposes a concept of “cosmetic multiculturalism.” 
This can be defined as a social phenomenon where diversity is celebrated under certain 
circumscribed conditions which do not include political or economic arenas. 
(Morris-Suzuki 2001, 186) 
Based on this concept, she explains several phenomena within Okinawa. She 
mentions that the recent “Okinawa boom” such as the nationwide popularity of ‘Chura-san’ 
and Okinawan singers is an indication that Japanese popular culture can accept diversity. At 
the same time, Morris-Suzuki argues that diverse opinions and preferences are not fully 
represented in political processes.  
A careful investigation of the current Okinawan political situation suggests that her 
explanation is valid. Indeed, Okinawan culture is praised by many and the image of Iyashi 
(comfort) is frequently celebrated. Nevertheless, as this thesis argues, there has been no 
remarkable improvement in the military base issues or the Okinawan economy. Thus, it is 
not too far from the truth to say it is no accident that these two phenomena— the 
celebration of Okinawa’s distinctive culture as characteristic of the diversity of Japanese 
culture and the paucity of debates and social movements seeking political autonomy— 
occur at the same time. This leads the author of this thesis to claim that Morris-Suzuki’s 
concept of “cosmetic multiculturalism” is highly applicable to a description of today’s 
Okinawa.  
These findings and interpretations lead us to the broader conclusion that culture 
affects politics. This can be understood in terms of the scholarship of comparative politics, 
and more specifically the highly contested issue of whether “culture frames the context in 
which politics occurs.”  
 Okinawa is currently one of the most popular sightseeing destinations in Japan. 
The recent “Okinawa boom” should greatly contribute to Okinawa’s growing popularity. 
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Countless tourists expect to see the “imaginary” Okinawa. They enjoy “unique” Okinawan 
cuisine at restaurants introduced by guidebooks, and take pictures at the same scenic spots 
that appear on advertising posters. The marketability of Okinawa has significantly 
increased and has given some stimulus to the Okinawan business sector. However, as 
argued throughout this thesis, the rise of the “Okinawan boom” carries undesirable 
consequences. Okinawans should be more aware of the consequences of the “Okinawa 
boom.” By highlighting exotic culture, gloomy political issues fall by the wayside. 
Okinawans may unconsciously lose interest in improving the huge political and economic 




Although various important findings emerge from this thesis, there are still limitations 
which call for further research. It was not possible to conduct a strictly random sampling 
because of resource restrictions in the sampling method. Furthermore, the survey was 
administered only in Okinawa. To fully understand the causes and consequences of the 
recent “Okinawa boom,” a survey on mainland Japan should be done. In addition, the 
quantitative empirical approach is not sufficient to grasp the historical complicity of 
Okinawa. A broader discussion about the historical backgrounds and the complex 
relationships between politics and people’s identity as a whole was beyond the scope of this 
thesis. Finally, other factors within domestic politics, as well as international relations 
concerning the security of the whole East Asia region were not examined in detail. All 
these limitations pose possible difficulties for the findings and arguments, but they do not 
negate the importance of objective and empirical inquiries on culture and politics in 
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Appendix A: Outline of Okinawa 













Appendix B: Survey Data Analysis  
 
Question Wording and Coding 
All survey data used in this thesis are from my Survey, conducted in December 2003. All 
question wording in the original version is in Japanese. For reference, I attach the original 
questionnaire in Japanese as Appendix B. 
 
Q1. Fluency of dialect  (Uchināguchi).  Question wording: “Can you speak and 
understand dialect (Uchināguchi)?”  Coding: 1 if very well, 2 if well, 3 if not very well, 4 
no. 
Q2. Unique cuisine.  Question wording:  “Do you think that Okinawan home cooked 
food is unique or the same as other Japanese food” Coding: 1 if unique, 0 if same. 
Q3. Longevity.  Question wording:  “Do you agree or disagree that Okinawan people 
enjoy longevity?”  Coding: 1 if agree, 0 if disagree. 
Q4. Traditional dance.  Question wording:  “Have you ever danced or never danced the 
traditional dance (Eisā)?”  Coding: 1 if ever danced, 0 if never danced. 
Q5. Soap opera and movies.  Question wording:  “These days, some TV series and 
movies featuring Okinawa were broadcasted (ex. ‘Chura-san’, ‘Nabi’s Love’ and ‘Hotel 
Hibiscus’).  If you are asked by your friend from the mainland Japan whether the 
description about Okinawa in the series or movies is true or not, do you answer that it is 
almost true or it is not true?”  Coding: 1 if it is almost true, 0 if it is not true. 
Q6. Comforting island (Iyashino-shima).  Question wording:  “Okinawa is recently 
spotlighted in the media as Iyashi no shima (comforting island).  Do you agree or disagree 
that Okinawa is the place to comfort people’s heart as compared to mainland Japan?”  
Coding: 1 if agree, 0 if disagree. 
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Q7. Hybrid culture (Champuru).  Question wording:  “Do you agree or disagree that 
Okinawa has been more culturally affected by other countries than mainland Japan?”  
Coding: 1 if agree, 0 if disagree 
Q8. Presence of US military base.  Question wording:  “Do you know what percentage 
of all US military bases in Japan exist in Okinawa?”  Coding: 1 if 75 percent, 0 if 55 
percent, 0 if 95 percent. 
Q9. Transfer of Futenma base.  Question wording:  “Do you know where U.S. 
Futenma Airbase will be transferred?”  Coding: 1 if Nago, 0 if Kadena, 0 if Atsugi. 
Q10. Terrorist attacks.  Question wording:  “Since the 9.11 terrorist attacks happened 
in New York two years ago, many acts of terrorism have happened all over the world.  Do 
you think the possibility of Okinawa being attacked by terrorists is high or low?”  Coding: 
1 if high, 0 if low. 
Q11-1. Influence of Okinawa Summit 2000 (nature).  Question wording:  “Do you 
agree or disagree that the Okinawa Summit was beneficial because it enabled both 
mainlanders and foreigners appreciate the beautiful nature of Okinawa?”  Coding: 1 if 
agree, 0 if disagree. 
Q11-2. Influence of Okinawa Summit 2000 (culture).   Question wording:  “Do you 
agree or disagree that the Okinawa Summit was beneficial because it enabled both 
mainlanders or foreigners understand the cultural richness of Okinawa?”  Coding: 1 if 
agree, 0 if disagree. 
Q11-4. Influence of Okinawa Summit 2000 (U.S. military base).   Question wording:  
“Do you agree or disagree that the Okinawa Summit was beneficial because it promoted 
the government’s attempts to solve the U.S. military base problem?”  Coding: 1 if 
disagree, 0 if agree. 
Q11-5. Influence of Okinawa Summit 2000 (economy).   Question wording:  “Do you 
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agree or disagree that the Okinawa Summit had a positive influence on okinawan 
economy?”  Coding: 1 if disagree, 0 if agree. 
Q12. Attitude of central government.  Question wording:  “Are you satisfied or not 
satisfied with the attitude of the central government towards the matter of the American 
military base in Okinawa during these three or four years?”  Coding: 1 if not satisfied, 0 if 
satisfied. 
Q13. Image of Okinawa.  Question wording:  “If you talk with your friend who is not 
from Okinawa, which of the following would you say is the most suitable  representative 
image of Okinawa?”  Coding: 1 [culture] if beautiful nature and if richness of culture, 2 
[politics] if war and if military base. 
Q17. Native.  Question wording: “Are you from Okinawa?”  Coding: 1 if yes, 0 if no. 
Q17. Place of residence. The place of municipality was asked to those who answered yes 
to question 17.  Coding: abbreviated.(see the footnote3 in Chapter3) 
Q18. Age. Question wording: “How old are you?”  Coding: age  
Q19. Gender. Question wording: “What is your gender?”  Coding: 1 if female, 0 if male. 
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Appendix C: The original questionnaire 
 
Question Wording 
Followings are the original survey questionnaire I used. The coding here is different from 
the version I have used for my analysis. For the coding of analysis, see appendix A. This 


























































































































1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 








１． はい 〈        市・町・村（出身）〉 
２． いいえ〈在沖      年〉 
 
問１８．あなたの年齢をお聞かせください。 
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Appendix D: Supplemental Analysis to Chapter 5 
 
Internalization of images of Okinawa 
In Chapter 5, I found that majority of the Okinawans accepted fabricated cultural 
images of Okinawa. Shinjo warned, “what is currently going on in Okinawa is, [the 
mainlanders] colonizing Okinawa creating ‘local culture’ enjoyable for them, and [the 
Okinawans] are forcing themselves to assimilate to that ‘local culture (Shinjo 2003, 
114).’” Tanaka also pointed out, “at the point they are required [by the mainlanders] to 
be ‘Okinawans’, they begin to play their part willingly, perhaps even without noticing 
it (Tanaka 2003, 427).” I agree with Shinjo and Tanaka’s view that the Okinawans are 
indeed accepting the culture imagined by the mainlanders, and are internalizing it. In 
this appendix, I intend to stress the point that Okinawans who play such a role 
willingly are also not aware of the political problems in Okinawa. This is empirically 
shown in a regression analysis later in this appendix. 
The images of Okinawa, depicted through “Okinawa boom” show us only the 
positive images of Okinawa. Tanaka wrote, 
 
[T]he ‘Okinawa boom’ was a kind of device to advertise sightseeing to the 
external world, but if we look inside, we understand that, simultaneously, it had 
a much stronger influence on the people in Okinawa. The boom has somehow 
changed how the island people perceived their environment and themselves. 
One must ask: is Okinawa always in this festive mood all year round, 
independent of the seasons, forever under the blue sky?(Tanaka 2003, 422) 
 
As Tanaka pointed out, I want to emphasize that the images of Okinawa 
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created by the media, illustrate Okinawans as inhabitant of festive world or paradise.40 
Celebration of Okinawan culture give the impression that the Japanese society pays 
much attention to Okinawa. The images of Okinawa depicted by mainlander are 
paradise-like, such as gentle and comfort. It obscures the history that Okinawa was 
annexed by Japan, the fact that Okinawa had been discriminated by mainlanders as 
inferior people, and the fact that Okinawa was imposed huge US military bases. The 
images of Okinawa depicted by recent “Okinawa boom” do not contain those political 
histories of Okinawa.   
 In arguing the point that Okinawans internalizing the role created by the 
mainlanders are likely to be less aware of political disadvantages in Okinawa, I focus 
on two survey questions out of five, which I used in Chapter 5 to measure my key 
independent variable. In these two questions, I asked how many respondents accept the 
images of soap operas and movies, as well as the image of Iyashi no Shima 
(comforting island). Both of these two discourses are the most representative images 
created by the mainlanders through the recent Okinawa boom. My dependent variable 
                                                   
40 What we cannot overlook is, historically Okinawans have not always been depicted 
as gentle and comforting people. The slow life style is now considered as gentleness or 
comforting, but before the Second World War, those natures of Okinawan were 
considered as laziness or ineffectiveness, and this bad reputation had lasted longer even 
after the war, Okinawan nature were often described as toadeater (Agarie 1991, ; 
Tomiyama 1990). Also, after the reversion in 1972, some Okinawan habits were 
criticized as anachronism, and Okinawan had met discrimination by mainlander. 
through the “Okinawan boom”, traditional habits were coded as nostalgic heritage, and 
lazy slow life was coded as comforting life style. Hence the meaning of 
Okinawan-ness investigated by recent “Okinawa boom” does not show the universal 
value. 
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is awareness about political issue, the same as the one I used in the Chapter 5.  
 
Regression 
Table 6 shows the result of estimations. As expected from the result of Chapter 5, the 
coefficient of my key independent variable, the acceptance of stereotyped images of 
Okinawa is significantly negative, and they are significantly correlated.  
 The result of the multivariate analysis allowed us to infer that; “The more the 
people accept the cultural images of Okinawa, which is created especially from the 











 Table6: Regression of Cultural perception of stereotyped images and 
political awareness 
Independent Variable Coefficient Standard Error P-value
 
Image of Okinawa projected 
by mainlander  0.018 0.063 0.018
 
Dialect -0.034 0.072 0.637
Traditional dance 0.091 0.121 0.454
Place of residence 0.245 0.129 0.123
Age -0.000 0.004 0.917
Gender 0.306 0.089 0.001
    
constant 4.611 0.339 0.000
        
 
Note: The number of samples=662, F-statistics=3.88, R-square=0.04, Square root of 
MSE=1.06.  The standard errors are sobust standard errors. The dependent variable 
is the awareness of political and economic issues in Okinawa. 
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Appendix E: Descriptive statistic 









         
Perception of cultural images of 
Okinawa 3.664 1.076 0 5
Perception of cultural images 
through the Okinawa Summit 1.615 0.735 0 2
Image of Okinawa projected on 
mainlander  1.294 0.692 0 2
 
Political Sensitivity 4.743 1.120 0 6
Awareness of Politics through 
Okinawa Summit 1.337 0.714 0 2
 
Dialect 2.566 0.717 1 4
Traditional dance 0.743 0.437 0 1
Place of residence 0.871 0.336 0 1
Age 25.792 12.100 10 82
Gender 0.610 0.488 0 1
  
     
 
